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How to Participate
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The Audio Settings allow you 

to control the volume levels

The Chat feature is disabled. 

To communicate with the host, 

please use the Q&A section

Have a question during 

the webinar? Type it in 

the Q&A section

Click Leave to 

exit the webinar

Use the Live Transcript 

feature if you want to see 

closed captions



Webinar Topics

• 2-Year Colleges Overview

• The Admissions Process

• Cost

• Financial Aid Basics

• Transferring to a 4-Year College

• Resources
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About MEFA

State authority created by the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

in 1982, helping families plan, save, 

and pay for college.
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Common 2-Year College Misconceptions
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“It’s only for certain students” “Credits won’t transfer” “It’s lower quality”



• Tuition and fee FREE at MA community colleges

• Significant cost savings using MassTransfer

• Learn academic, career, & technology skills

• High-qualify employer partnerships

• Hands-on learning opportunities specific to the community

• Flexible schedules (part-time, evening, online) 

• Close collaboration with high schools: early college programs, dual enrollment

Note: Some 2-year colleges are outside the public community college system
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Why Consider a 2-Year College?



• Some have satellite campuses to 

ensure local community reach and 

access

• Open-access mission
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15 Massachusetts Community Colleges
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Non-Credit and Community Education

• Non-Credit Education: Short, flexible 

courses that don’t count toward a 
degree, focuses on job skills, workforce 

training, or personal enrichment

• Community Education: Local, non-

credit classes for lifelong learning, 

enrichment, and community 

engagement

Certificate Programs

• Certificate Programs: Short, 

structured programs at 2-year colleges 

that provide focused training in a 

specific field and typically lead to a 

credential, often in less time than a 

degree.

• Career-Focused Option: Designed to 

build job-ready skills, sometimes 

transferable into an associate degree 

program or aligned with industry 

certifications.

• ~12-16 credits

Associate Degrees (AA, AS, AAS) 

• AA (Associate of Arts): Focuses on 

liberal arts and humanities, often 

designed for transfer to a four-year 

college

• AS (Associate of Science): Also 

commonly intended for transfer to a 

bachelor’s program
• AAS (Associate of Applied Science):

Career-oriented degree focused on 

workforce skills for direct employment

• Usually 2 years if attending full time

• ~64 credits

• Designed for either transfer to a four-

year college or for direct entry into the 

workforce with job-ready skills

Academic Pathways



• Talk to a counselor/mentor about 

your interests, skills, and goals! 

• Research the vast array of academic 

programs offered

• Check each college’s “Academics” 
or  “Programs of Study” webpage

• Undecided? Colleges offer a 

“general studies” or “general 
concentration path”

• Pay attention to the program length
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Examples 

Select Your Program of Study



A  2025 report 

from the MA 

Department of 

Higher 

Education 

tracked earnings 

of graduates of 

MA public 

colleges
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Increased Earning Potential

https://www.mass.edu/datacenter/documents/MA%20Public%20Higher%20Ed%20Earnings%20Commentary%20-%20MassDHE%20November%202025%201119.pdf


The Admissions Process
Open Enrollment
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Open Enrollment 
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The Admissions Application

• On each college’s website – create username and password

• Can save progress and return to application before submitting

No standardized testing requirement 

• Following acceptance, placement testing can be used for course placement 

Rolling admissions

• No set admissions deadline, but complete all steps in a timely manner

• Contact the College’s Admissions Office if you have questions



Timeline
• Submit your application as soon as it becomes available online; no need to wait until after graduation to apply

• Provide the college with proof of H.S. graduation or H.S. equivalency as soon as one of these is obtained 

• Can apply year-round, but classes and programs still run on semester timelines, so timing matters
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Late Winter–Early 
Spring (Feb–April)

• Start researching 

schools/programs

• Fill out FAFSA
(important for free 

community 

college programs)

• Submit 

application 

(usually available 

in the spring) 

Spring–Summer 
(April–August)

• Submit 

application

• Many schools 

accept students 

until late August

• Review 

acceptance and 

submit 

transcript(s) 

• Log into school 

email and portal 

account

• Activate student 

ID

Summer (July–
August)

• Take placement 

tests

• Register for 

classes

• Attend a New 

Student 

Orientation

• Even though you 

can apply late, 

classes may fill up 

so its best to get 

all this done 

earlier

Fall Semester Start 
(Late Aug–Sept)

• Submit 

immunization 

forms

• Classes begin

• Purchase 

materials/books 

as needed

• Later applicants 

may still get in, 

but options and 

class offerings 

may be more 

limited at that 

point

Example 

timeline 

for a fall 

semester 

start



Course 
Placement

To assess math and English 

readiness 

To determine your starting 

course level; you can often 

retest

Evaluated using Accuplacer, 

self-guided placement, HS 

transcript, or HS GPA

Student 
Orientation

Usually required

Online or in person

Covers basics: campus 

resources, academic 

expectations, student systems

Meet advisors

Review your schedule

Learn about support services 

(tutoring, tech, etc.)

Course 
Registration

Meet with an academic advisor 

or use the college portal 

advising guide for assistance

Register for classes online 

through the student system as 

early as possible
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After Your Acceptance



The Admissions Process
Selective Admissions
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• Require additional 

applications, 

prerequisites, and 

deadlines, and may 

include GPA thresholds, 

entrance exams, or 

information sessions

• Often in healthcare 

programs

• Limited seats, so 

admission is competitive
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Selective Admissions Programs

Surgical

Technology

Health Science

Veterinary

Technology

Radiologic

Technology
Dental Hygiene

/Dental Assisting

Paramedicine / 

EMT 

Nursing (ADN, 

LPN) 

Respiratory Care 



Admissions Requirements
Requirements vary by college so check program details online
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Attending a mandatory information session 

Prerequisite courses and/or minimum grades in certain high school courses like a lab science class

• Often taken at the same college first, so students spend 1–2 semesters preparing before applying

Minimum GPA 

Separate Selective Application including:

• A program-specific application by a specific deadline

• Sometimes a personal statement or essay

• Occasionally letters of recommendation (less common) 

Entrance exams (for some programs)

• Not always required, but common for nursing is the TEAS (Test of Essential Academic Skills) 

• Covers reading, math, science, English 

• You need a minimum score (varies by school)

For certain clinical programs: health and safety requirements (after acceptance or while conditionally accepted)

• CORI/SORI background check if working with patients

• Medical info like immunizations



Cost
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• Pay per credit
• Most classes are ~3 credits, though some vary based on weekly class time 

• A full-time course load is typically 12 credits/semester 

• Costs to consider
• Tuition & fees (lower for in-state students vs. out-of-state students)

• For example, at Massachusetts Bay Community College, MA residents pay about $249 per 
credit vs. $455 per credit for out-of-state—nearly half the price per class 

• Books, transportation, living expenses

• Big picture
• Community colleges and non-public 2-year colleges are typically much more affordable 

than public or private 4-year colleges

Cost of Attendance



• The average cost of tuition and mandatory fees for 1 full 
academic year of full-time study (12 credits each semester) 
at a community college s $7,693. 

Source: Data Center / Massachusetts Department of Higher Education

• And in Massachusetts, for many students, it’s now FREE!! 
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Northern Essex Community College

Tuition & Fees at Public 2-Year Colleges

https://www.mass.edu/datacenter/tuition/AppendixTuitionFeesWeight7.asp


• Supports students of all ages 

• Income not a factor

• Provides financial assistance to full and part-time 

undergraduate students who are enrolled in and 

pursuing an approved program of study

MassEducate

• Supports students age 25+

• Income not a factor

• Provides financial assistance to full and part-time 

undergraduate students age 25+ who are pursuing an 

approved program of study

MassReconnect

• Full and part-time students (6 credit 

minimum)

• Provides an allowance up to $1,200 

for books and supplies

• Additional $1,200 allowance for other 

educational expenses for some 

students who meet certain income 

threshold

• Mass.gov/StudentAid
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Free Community College (Tuition & Fees) in MA
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Enroll as a 
full-time or 
part-time 
student in 
one of MA’s 
15 public 
community 
colleges with 
a HS diploma 
(or 
equivalent)

Enroll in at 
least 6 
credits/ 
semester in 
an approved 
program of 
study leading 
to an 
associate 
degree or 
certificate

Have not 
earned a 
prior 
bachelor’s 
degree (or the 
equivalent)

Live in 
Massachuset
ts for at least 
one year with 
an intent to 
stay in the 
state

Maintain 
satisfactory 
academic 
progress 
according to 
the college’s 
requirements

Not be in 
default on 
any federal or 
state 
educational 
loan

***Check 
your 
academic 
status 
regularly, as 
not meeting 
requirements 
could affect 
your financial 
aid

Complete and file your FAFSA

MASFA (Massachusetts Application for State Financial Aid)

https://www.doe.mass.edu/FinancialAid/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-application-for-state-financial-aid-masfa


Financial Aid Basics
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To apply for MA free community college 

and state financial aid:

• Complete the FAFSA ASAP after Oct 1st and 
before May 1st (allow a few days for 

processing). This is the priority deadline.  

• If you miss the May 1st deadline, still submit!

• Or if eligible, complete the MASFA instead of 

the FAFSA within the same time period

Log in to your OSFA MassAid Portal to see 

their MassGrant award and other details

mass.edu/osfa/massaid.asp
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Accessing State Aid

https://www.mass.edu/osfa/massaid.asp
https://www.mass.edu/osfa/massaid.asp
https://www.mass.edu/osfa/massaid.asp


FAFSA®

• Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

• Required by all colleges

• Must complete every year

• Available on Oct 1st

• Steps to complete:

1. Go to fafsa.gov and select the 2026-27 FAFSA

2. Student should start the FAFSA (highly recommended) and then invite all other contributors (parents)

3. Each contributor will complete their own separate section

4. Last contributor to complete can submit the FAFSA

5. Incomplete FAFSAs are deleted after 45 days of no activity
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Watch MEFA’s Understanding the FAFSA webinar at 

mefa.org/webinars for step-by-step guidance

http://www.fafsa.gov/
mefa.org/webinars


FSA ID

• FSA ID = username and password for the FAFSA

• Must have an FSA ID to log in 

• Can set up your FSA ID now at

studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account

• Must have an email address

• Who needs an FSA ID?

• Student

• Every parent listed on the FAFSA

• If parents filed taxes jointly, only one parent needs one

• Student’s spouse (if applicable) if filed taxes separately or didn’t file

• Those without an SSN will answer knowledge-based questions pulled from credit history
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• Certain non-FAFSA eligible students: undocumented, have 

DACA, TPS, or any other immigration status that does not 

make them eligible to fill out the FAFSA and receive federal 

aid

and

• Student must live in Massachusetts and meet the “High 
School Completer” status requirements under the MA 
Tuition Equity Law 

• If the student is a U.S. citizen, an eligible non-citizen for 

FAFSA, or an international student who is in the United 

States with a valid visa, they should NOT complete the 

MASFA

• 2026-2027 Application Guide and FAQ Sheet
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Who Should Complete the MASFA?

https://www.mass.edu/osfa/documents/26-27%20MASFA%20Application%20Guide%20and%20FAQ.pdf


Verification

• Colleges verify data on financial aid applications

• Students selected by Department of Education or college

• Must comply with all requests to receive financial aid

• Families must submit additional documentation as 

requested:

• Tax Return Transcript

• Verification Worksheet

• Asset Account Statements

• Review all correspondence from colleges

• Log into college web portal for communications

• Create a family email address for the financial aid 

process so no requests are overlooked
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Transferring to a 4-Year College
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A statewide transfer 
agreement that makes it easier 

to move from a MA community 

college to a public 4-year MA 

school

Guaranteed admission (with 
conditions): Students who 

complete an associate degree 

and meet GPA/program 

requirements receive 

guaranteed admission to 

participating public universities

Credit transfer protection: 
Courses taken at a community 

college transfer as a block, so 

you don’t lose credits or have 

to repeat classes

Cost savings: Students often 

qualify for tuition discounts, 

fee waivers, or transfer 

scholarships after moving to a 

4-year school

Structured academic 
pathways: Programs are 

aligned so you can follow a 

clear plan from day one and 

stay on track for a bachelor’s 
degree

Applies to specific degree 
programs: Benefits depend on 

your major and GPA, so plan 

early with an advisor

MassTransfer at a Glance



The MassTransfer Plan 
• Check out mass.edu/masstransfer
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Finish at a MA Public College/University

4 UMass campuses, 7 comprehensive state 

universities
”Special Mission" colleges: Massachusetts College of Art & 

Design and Massachusetts Maritime Academy

Earn an Associate’s Degree
Graduate from your community college with at least a B average and you’ll have guaranteed admission to a MA public 

college/university to complete your junior and senior years

Start at a Community College

Take advantage of A2B Mapped Pathways
Lays out freshman and sophomore courses in your major so that credits you earn 

at a community college are guaranteed to transfer to a MA public 

college/university count toward a bachelor's degree.



• Use this search tool to view transfer 

pathways between MA community 

colleges and public 4-year schools

• Filter by your community college, 

intended degree, and target 

university

• Use the results to choose where to 

start and which courses to take

• Meet with a college academic 

advisor early to stay on track and 

avoid taking unnecessary classes
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A2B Mapped Pathways Program Search

https://www.mass.edu/masstransfer/a2b/programsearch-maps.asp


Resources
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A Community of Support
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Academic 
Advising

• Personalized 

guidance to 

choose classes 

and plan your 

path

Tutoring & 
Writing Centers

• Free support to 

build skills, 

boost 

confidence, and 

improve grades

Career
Services

• Resume help, 

internships, and 

connections to 

jobs and 

careers

Student Support 
Services

• Help navigating 

college 

systems, 

financial aid, 

and campus 

resources

Basic Needs 
Support

• Childcare, 

transportation 

assistance, and 

food pantries—
so life 

challenges 

don’t get in the 
way



                Call or email MEFA

Financial Aid Application Help
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collegeplanning@mefa.org

 (800) 449-MEFA (6332)

Take advantage of one-on-one 

counseling with the MEFA Team by 

requesting a virtual appointment:

Attend MEFA’s FAFSA Festival for 
one-on-one online expert FAFSA 

assistance on Wednesday, 

August 5th from 4 – 6:00 pm

mailto:collegeplanning@mefa.org


Connect with MEFA on Social Media
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facebook.com/mefaMA

@mefa_ma

@MEFAtweets

linkedin.com/company/mefa

youtube.com/MEFAcounselor

mefa.org/mefa-podcast



Thank You!
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Questions?

collegeplanning@mefa.org

(800) 449-MEFA (6332)

collegeplanning@mefa.org 

mailto:collegeplanning@mefa.org
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