
Learn About Common App 

& Parchment Integration 

with MEFA Pathway
2026-2027



How to Participate
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The Audio Settings allow you 

to control the volume levels

The Chat feature is disabled. 

To communicate with the host, 

please use the Q&A section

Have a question during 

the webinar? Type it in 

the Q&A section

Click Leave to 

exit the webinar

Use the Live Transcript 

feature if you want to see 

closed captions



About MEFA

State authority created by 

the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts in 1982, 

helping families plan, 

save, and pay for college
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Agenda

• Poll

• Participating Schools

• What's the Same, What's Different?

oCounselor Workflow 

oStudent Workflow

o Teacher Workflow

• Resources

• Things to Do

• Q/A
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Poll
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Our Participating Schools 2025-26

New Participating Schools

Athol High School

Blue Hills Regional Vocational Technical School

Brockton High School

Brockton Virtual Learning Academy

Champion High School 

Douglas High School

Essex Northshore Agricultural & Technical School

Hoosac Valley High School

New Liberty Innovation

Promise College & Career Academy

Southbridge High School

South Hadley High School
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Returning Schools
Argosy Collegiate Charter School

Chelsea High School

Chelsea Opportunity Academy

Chelsea Virtual Learning Academy

Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter School

Assabet Valley Regional Technical High School

Maynard High School

New Bedford High School

Northeast Metro Tech

Southwick Regional High School

Walker Beacon School
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Statistics: Common App Submissions
Decision Plan

Applications Submitted
Feb. 2025

Applications Submitted
Feb. 2026

% Change

Early Action 1,356 3,992 194%

Early Action II 251 695 177%

Restricted Early Action 8 15 88%

Early Decision 53 94 77%

Early Decision II 21 55 162

Regular Decision 2,246 5,109 128%

Rolling Admissions 771 2,053 166%

TOTAL 4,709 12,013 155%
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What's similar? 

What's different?
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Counselor Workflow: 

College Application Submission
Efficiency: One-time school & counselor profile setup with data automatically populating to Common App reports
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Setup

Data Upload 

Counselor Assignments

Upload HS profile PDF

Batch Transcript Manager

Upload  the complete file per 

time of year (Initial, Mid-Year, 

Final)

Manage Applications Dashboard

View action items based on 

application type 

Complete required forms

Submit Counselor 

recommendations
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Counselor View: Student Details

Easy management 

& viewability of all 

documents
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Counselor View: Form Submission

Common App Forms 

are pre-populated 

with Counselor 

contact info and 

school profile info
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MEFA Pathway

“My College Applications” list will 
reflect Common App college 

Student Workflow: College Application Submissions

Add non-Common App colleges & 

request required documents

Review

 application document(s) status 

CONNECTCommon App

Register account

Add colleges

Add Decision Plans

Submit applications

Request Teacher Letters of 

Recommendation
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Update College Decisions & 

Final Decision



Student View: My College Applications
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Student View: Teacher Letters of Recommendation
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Teacher Workflow
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Receive Teacher Portal 

Invitation

Create Teacher Portal account

Fill out Teacher Portal Profile

Review Teacher Portal dashboard

Submit Common App Letters 

of Recommendation

Click on open bubble in Common 

App column

Complete Teacher Evaluation

Upload letter of recommendation

Submit Non-Common App 

Letters of Recommendation

Click on open bubble in 

Parchment column

Upload letter of recommendation

Postal types should be sent to the 

college by the teacher directly

**Note: Subsequent requests will automatically be sent following the first submission.
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Teacher View: Teacher Portal for managing Letters 

of Recommendation
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Resources
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Counselors come first
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Support

• Instructional 

resources available 

along with direct 

support from your 

MEFA Pathway 

account manager

Feedback

• MEFA Pathway 

continues 

to grow and change 

based on direct 

user feed back. 

Every year we 

improve the 

user experience

Training

• Tailored training 

with your team 

• Eligible for 1 PDP

Instructional Guide

• 25-page long guide 

wit screenshots of 

every element of 

the tool
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Data: Counselor reports
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Resource Library: Tutorials
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Delivering Guidance

Specialized Appointments

Experts available offering one-on-one guidance, and is 

also available for telephone and email support

The MEFA Podcast

Conversations

on a range of topics

Active Social Media Network

Posts on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn

mefa.org

MEFA’s website features streamlined and updated 
content that is easy to navigate and find content 

based on each child’s age and pathway. 

Live and On-Demand Webinars

Presenters focusing on a range of topics

MEFA’s full catalogue of guidance 
outreach includes extensive 

expertise and content on college 

and career.
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https://www.mefa.org/appointment-request
https://www.mefa.org/appointment-request
https://www.mefa.org/appointment-request
https://www.mefa.org/appointment-request
https://www.mefa.org/appointment-request
https://www.facebook.com/mefaMA/
https://twitter.com/mefatweets
https://www.instagram.com/mefa_ma
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mefa/


Things To Do

Register for MEFA 

Institute webinars 

and complete 

lessons to earn 

PDPs

Confirm 

participation for 

the 2026-27 

college 

application cycle
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Join K-12 Office 

Hours

March 25

12-1pm
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Questions? Contact MEFA K-12 Services:

k12support@mefa.org
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