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FAFSA Data

• The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the key to unlocking 
college financial aid from federal, state (see Go Higher), and local sources. If 
a student is ineligible to qualify for federal aid, they may still be eligible for aid 
through the Massachusetts Application for State Financial Aid (MASFA) , 
which can help students attend public institutions of higher education in 
Massachusetts. Applying for financial aid helps keep college an option for the 
fall but does not commit a student to enroll.

• To encourage FAFSA completion, the Department offers tools to track FAFSA 
completion throughout the school year. One set of tools are reports that exist 
in Edwin, DESE's secure system for schools and districts to access student, 
school and district level data. Another is a publicly facing dashboard updated 
twice monthly when data is available that is open to the public.

https://www.usa.gov/fafsa
https://www.mass.gov/go-higher
https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/home.asp


FAFSA Dashboard

Key Take aways:

• Publicly available

• Aggregate data only; suppressed for small student groups.

• Includes charts and visuals to enable easy comparison of completion rates across student groups and among 
schools and monitor progress (year-to-date charts, biggest mover tab)

Who is it for?

• Those in the public interested in tracking and increasing students attending postsecondary including community 
partners, families, and policymakers.

What is it used for? What does it include?

• Allow users to understand FAFSA completion rates for current year's 12th graders to support efforts to increase 
FAFSA completion, particularly for student groups with traditionally low college enrollment. Dashboard has 
various tabs of data and charts, allowing for easy comparisons across schools/districts/state and various student 
groups.

What students are included?

• 12th graders who were enrolled as of October 1, 2025. The number of grade 12 students included will remain 
constant. Data is suppressed when 6 or fewer students are in a group.

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTQ1Mzc3NTItM2Q1OS00ODlhLTgwOWYtNjMxYjg5M2VjMjFkIiwidCI6IjNlODYxZDE2LTQ4YjctNGEwZS05ODA2LThjMDRkODFiN2IyYSJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTQ1Mzc3NTItM2Q1OS00ODlhLTgwOWYtNjMxYjg5M2VjMjFkIiwidCI6IjNlODYxZDE2LTQ4YjctNGEwZS05ODA2LThjMDRkODFiN2IyYSJ9


Why?

• Intent is to increase FAFSA completion particularly for student groups with 
traditionally low FAFSA completion/college enrollment (with the ACARE 
recommendation to Increase Exposure and Access to Higher Education for K-
12 students) to have the opportunity to access higher education.

• Dashboard will provide frequent public updates around FAFSA completion 
across the Commonwealth by school, district and student group

• Works with the Joint FAFSA resolution of BHE and BESE to set completion 
goals, enhance tracking and leverage existing partnerships and heighten 
Interagency collaboration

• Used to target our communications and other resources where they are 
needed most



What?

• A DHE-DESE-EOE collaboration Uses same data source that we are 
using for our Edwin FAFSA reports available for Schools and Districts to 
track FAFSA completion in near real time (CR307 and CR 607)

• Available by state, school, district and selected student groups

• In the visualization this report is different in that it focuses on students 
who were enrolled as high school seniors in October of the school year 
while the Edwin reports are claimed SP and 12th graders

• Data is “matched” between federal data and DESE SIMS data.

• Updated twice a month and available to the general public



The Demo



Edwin FAFSA Tool

What is it used for? What does it include?

• Allows school and district staff to see their students FAFSA completion data at the aggregate and 
student level in near real-time to support targeted outreach and monitoring. Data can be viewed in 
html reports or downloaded into excel/csv files for further exploration.

What students are included?

• Currently enrolled 12th and SP students. Users can filter to just include grade 12 or SP. The number of 
students included changes throughout the school year to reflect current student enrollment.

What are the sources of the data?

• FAFSA data is from the US Department of Education via the Massachusetts Department of Higher 
Education matched to data submitted by districts.

How do I find it?

• In Edwin, via the Security Portal. Access to Edwin is determined on the school and district level by 
a directory administrator. District and/or School "Administrator Role", which allows for access to 
student level data, is necessary to view FAFSA Completion Report Detail and most helpful to fully use 
both reports. View this Getting Access guide for more help with Edwin

https://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/diradmin/list.aspx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/edwin/GettingAccess.docx
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