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MA DESE: Educational Vision

What principles guide our work?

* All students in Massachusetts, particularly
students from historically underserved groups All
and communities are valued.

What does that look like in practice?

students « Are known and valued

e Culturally and linguistically
sustaining classroom and school practices

« Are relevant, real-world and interactive

experiences

* High expectations with targeted support

« Enable students to excel at grade level and
beyond

supports




Graduating College & Career Ready

Enter from Middle
School with

MyCAP

Outcome

Career Outcomes with
College Readiness

Continued
Exploration

College Outcomes with
Career Exploration

_

Innovation

State- Career Intentional, coordinated Electives Early College
) approved CTE Connections | Connecting Activities Career Designation
Pursue their i e (N74) YouthWorks Pathways
Pathway AfterDark Work based Learning Alliance
(Chapter 74) Advanced Placement
Dual Enrollment
Strong MyCAP & Comprehensive Counseling

Foundation for
Every Student

Coursework that prepares students for post-secondary education (MassCore)
High Quality Curriculum & Instruction for Math, English, & Science Proficiency




Massachusetts Career Development Model

Self-Discovery

Middle School
grades 6-7

Students discover who they are to align
career interests

*Personal Interests

*Skills

*Talents

*Passions
*Self-awareness Activities

Career Awareness

Middle School
Grades 7-8

Students learn about the world of
work, including its broad range of
industries and occupations

*Career Speakers

*Career Days

*Career Fairs

*Career Interest Inventories
*Career Search Reports

Career Exploration

Middle/High
Grades 8-10

Students learn through activities and
work experiences that help them
explore career options

*Job Shadowing
*Informational Interviews
*Job Skills Portfolio
*Community Service
*Service Learning
*Leadership in Career Clubs
*Contextual Learning
*Coursework

*Labor Market Information

Career Immersion

High School
Grades 10-12

Students engage in immersive work
experiences that prepare them for
choices about postsecondary
education and careers

*Work-based learning

Capstone Projects

*Internships

*Pre-Apprenticeship
*Entrepreneurial Enterprise
*Work-based learning Simulations
*Credit-bearing WBL, such

as Clinical Experiences

*Part-Time Employment

*CTE Cooperative Education (Coop)



Types of Work-Based Learning in Massachusetts

* A pre-apprenticeship has a documented partnership with at
least one Registered Apprenticeship program.

* An internship or clinical is a paid or credit-bearing work
experience of 100 hours or more

 Awork-based learning capstone (industry-engaged capstone)

 Awork-based learning simulation engages either employers
and/or clients/customers external to the school or district

« Cooperative education is an alternating paid work and
classroom experience as part of CTE program




Work-based Learning in Pathways

 WBL is a required component of designated career pathways
and Perkins funded programs

« Students engage in WBL through state funded Connecting
Activities, YouthWorks, and other initiatives

» Schools and districts also support local partnerships that
expand WBL for their students




Work-based Learning - Making Connections

MyCAP

Work-based
learning Coursework
experience




Support for Adoption

« DESE will support district adoption of this tool through grant
funding and technical assistance in partnership with MEFA.

 Assistance is available to early adopters in January 2025 and
will continue to support districts in adoption through SY27-28

* MEFA's continuous improvement approach to this partnership
means they are learning with us and are regularly integrating
feedback into their updates




Summary

 MEFA Pathway is College and Career Planning Tool that DESE
has adopted for work-based learning

 Available now and by SY28, it will be used for:
 List of activities students can choose

« WBL plan — what student will do and goals for WBL
 Student reflection and employer feedback

« CCTE Grants cannot be used to fund alternative platforms

e Districts may still coordinate use of other platforms as part of their
MyCAP and College and Career Planning



Additional Resources
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MEFA Pathway
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MEFA Pathway

Massachusetts’s FREE college and career planning tool

Resources Include:

e Resume builder

e Skills, values, interests
assessments, learning styles
inventory

* Career exploration
* College search

* Financial aid and scholarship
information

* Goals & strategies tracking

Personalized digital portfolio

M=FA

pathway.

Site translation

Welcome students. Explore your path.

Common App & Parchment INGESTRRES | roumivestucer |

integration
Clever & Google Single Sign-On

| am interested in
learning more about ] 1
How It Works » GOVERNOR MAURA HEALEY

i AA .
o Tl

Curriculum guide

Work-Based Learning tools
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M=FA

Getting Started with Work-Based Learning

Setup instructions for educators and staff supporting work-based learning
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Accessing the Counselor Portal

* Educators can get started posting their school’s opportunities by visiting
mefapathway.org and logging into the counselor portal.

* Under the Tools section, they can select Work-Based Learning to set up their
school’s database. From there, educators should click Add New to add a new

work-based learning opportunity.

mefa

pathway s

MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2025 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Tools

Forgot your password?

mefa
pathway ..

tipend

ADD NEW
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A_dding New WBL Opportunities

Work-based Learning (* indicates required field)

® Ed u Cato rS Wi ll be pro m pted tO ente r a ll. Opporturity Name! MEFA Academy Internship Program

iption®
Description MEFA Academy Internship Program provides High School students with valuable work

relevant information for the work-based
learning experience and should be sure
to answer all the required fields:

Opportunity Name, Description,
Eligibility Criteria, Type, Career -
Category, Location, Company/ Corar oy

Organization Name, and View Status.

Start Date

« Clicking Submit will add the
opportunity to the school’s database.

* Onthe nextscreen, educators can add opare
additional documents by clicking Add
Attachment, or if there is nothing to
add, click Return to List.

SUBMIT RESET RETURNTO LIST DELETE ADD ATTACHMENT

MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2025 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 17
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Student Portal Work-Based Learning
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Work-Based Learning Opportunities

* High schools can create and display a
database of employment-related
opportunities for their students.

e The feature allows students to discover:
Apprenticeships

O

Capstone Projects
Career Fairs

Co-Ops

Externships

Guest Speakers
Internships

Job Shadows

Volunteer Opportunities

O 0O 0O O O O O O O

Youth Employment

e Students can click on an opportunity to view
the details.

* Students can save experiences of interestto
their My Opportunities list.

WORK-BASED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

W Agricutture, Food & Natural
Resources

W Architarture & Construction

I Arts, Audio/Video Technology &
Communications

W Business, Sales, Marketing,
Finance

W Educstion & Trsining

W Government & Public
Administration

W Health and Human Services

™ Hospitality & Tourism

W Law, Public Safety. Comractions &
Security

W Manufacturing

W Military
W Science. Technology. Engineering
&Math

W Transportstion, Distribution &
Logistics
W All Carcer Categories

v LOCATION

W InPerson
W Remote
W Hybrid

v PAID

® Yeg
L

el MEFA Academy Internship Program

Opportunities found

Internship ¢ || Clearall

‘CAREER CATEGORY CAREER CATEGORY I APPLICATION DEADLINE
Internship Hospitality & Tourism No November 13, 2024
‘CAREER CATEGORY CAREERCATEGORY PAID APPLICATION DEADLINE

Internship Science, Technology, Engineering & Math Yes November 1,2024

AFRLICATION DEADLINE
November 27, 2024

(CAREER CATEGORY
Internship

Rl
es

(CAREER CATEGORY
Science, Technology, Engineering & Math

CAREEA CATECORY

‘CAREER CATEGORY D
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources None Provided

Internship

APPLICATION DEADLINE
January 31, 2025

‘CAREER CATEGORY
Internship

CAREER CATEGORY FAID
Science, Technology, Engineering & Math Yes

FaD
es

AFPLICATION DEADUINE
December 20, 2024

CAREER CATEGORY
Internship

CAREER CATEGORY
Education & Training

CAREER CATEGORY FAID

APPLICATION DEADLINE
Science, Technology, Engineering & Math Yes

August1,2024

‘CAREER CATEGORY
Internship

APPLICATION DEADLIN
November 20, 202

N =

TYPE :i" (CAREER CATEGORY PAID '

Internship —% Education& Yes
% Training
- LOCATION gy START/END DATES . DEADLINE
x
s 24 InPerson January 6, 2025 December 20,
June 6, 2025 2024
-

MEFA Academy Internship Program provides High School students with valusble wark xperience in public sector/city government
aperztions. The program pravides 2n opportunity for studsnts to sxplare future career possibilitiss aswel as gain real-world work:
experience. ESSENTIAL DUTIES Perform assigned duties specific to the operational needs of the operating department where the
intarnship is performad under the supervision of Aspirs Statt Perform various office clerical functions inclu

Cuslifications: Willing and sble to perform the job duties. Must be at least 15 years of age st the time of employment. Must be s current
MEFA Academy High Schoal student.

Hours: § hours/ week
Location: InPersan
Application Deadline: Decamb:
Application URL: https /v
Company/Organizati

Contact Name: Charles Schuiz
Contact Title: Principal

Contect Email: cschulz@mefascademy.test
Company/Organization Address: 60 State Street

City: Boston

State, Zip: MA, 02109

Phone: 317-224-4827
Company/Organization Website: nttos. /i mafa.org

Not Provided

MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2025 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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My Opportunities

* On their My Opportunities page,

students can update the status of MVERFORTOTSE

each opportunity including their
intention to attend, or if they have
applied or been hired. e S e lowton pad D sous i | Remow 0T
* Students can favorite shoms peed o aesn o w
opportunities and pin them to the T
top of their list by clicking the :‘:“:g Bhotn e 0 v DI G | g
hearticon. " =
BOPACE Y ety [, Mo N |l :
* If a student updates the status to . o
hired or will attend, the option to L "
launch My Plan appears.
MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2025 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 20




My Plan

* For each opportunity in which they participate,
students can create their own My Plan, which
enables them to set goals and evaluate their
skill growth through mid-point and final
evaluations.

e Student progress is shared with the educator at
their school overseeing work-based learning

R LIRS DPPCRTLNTY:
Mid-Point Seif-Evaluation

MEPA Acsdeny bearatia R

exp e rl e n C e S . P :v:l::::‘:rﬁﬁl\“_nemn:btir_\:in:'m?duimelmlshin'.:lil;v'\r_caﬂvw .
MEFA Academy Internship Program
1/6/2025 6/6/2025

School Supervisor (staff or teacher)

Name: Mrs. Smith Email: smitha@test test

nitial Self-Evaluation: Status: View Form
Mid-Point Self-Evaluation: Status: View Form
Final Self-Evaluation: Status: View Form

Worlksite Supervisor

Name: Charles Schulz Email: cschulz@mefascademyte

MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2025 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 21
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Employer Portal Work-Based Learning
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Employer Portal

Employer Evaluation

Worksite Supervisor

* On the My Plan page,
students can request their

In order to initiate the Employer Evaluation process, you must first invite the

E m p lo ye r Eva lu ati O n . worksite supervisor to log in and create account

* Employers receive an
email and are prompted to
create an account for the
Employer Portal.

Need Help?

MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2025 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 23



Employer Evaluation Forms

* The Dashboard shows a complete list of

students who have requested employer

evaluations.

* Employers can complete evaluations for
students by clicking on the status to
launch the form.

mefa

pathwaysszs..

Student List

Student Name School Initial Evaluation Mid-point Evaluation |Final Evaluation
Joyce, Stephen Chelsea High School Not Started Not Started Not Started
Commonapp, Sally Maynard High School In Progress Not Started Not Started
Peterson, Aidan Barnstable High School Completed In Progress Not Started

=3

MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2025 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

=a|

24



™

Work-Based Learning Reports
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Work-Based Learning Reports

* Available on the Reports page
located under the Tools section

on the Dashboard

* Reports available for all aspects
of work-based learning (Student
Portal, Employer Evaluations etc.)

o Aggregate and detailed student
level reports are available

o Must select a date window when
running a new report

o Reports can be exported

MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2025 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

About Mi
Self-Dis Y
» Discover Careers

» Explore Colleges

» My Reports

» My School's Reports

¥ Work-based Learning

Status Beg Date |9,f1;'2024 12:00:00 AM

| Status End Date | 5/27/2025 12:00:00 AM

¢ L Jor > b

| pathway.

School Name

MEFA Developers
Barnstable High School
MEFA Academy

Tuesday, May 27, 2025 2:06 PM

Page 1

3

\:\ Find | Next 11,' ¢
Work-based Learning Reporting
Student Evaluations Completed School Count
MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

For the period 2024-09-01 thru 2025-05-27

Reported Execution Date/Time: 5/27,/2025 2:06:33 PM

School Code Student Count
00000001 2
00200505 16
99999999 1

26
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Interested in using MEFA Pathway’s Work-
Based Learning Tool?

1. Request ademo

2. Sigh the agreement

3. Schedule a training

Questions? Contact us at: k12support@mefa.org.
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