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Foster Youth & Higher Education 

Presented by:

Massachusetts Department of Children and Families 

Adolescent and Young Adult Services Unit 
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Agenda

• Post-secondary preparation for foster youth

• FAFSA

• Documentation Requirements

• DCF Education programs

Tuition Waivers (TW)

Foster Child Grant (FCG)

Education and Training Voucher (ETV)

William Warren Scholarship

• DCF adolescent and young adult support services

• Sample on campus support network
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Before Senior Year

• Youth Readiness Support Tool
 Identify and support long and short-term goals

 Identify continued student support system 

• PAYA
Life skills necessary to sustain education

• Post Secondary messages and expectations

• Pre-SAT’s and SAT’s
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Making the Right Decision

• Social/Emotional needs

• Academic standing

• Upcoming/recent transitions

• Affordability

• Vocational vs. College

Career Assessment – Career Centers

DCF Intranet- Adolescent Services Page
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FAFSA 

• Must be completed by all youth

• Deadlines are even more important for foster youth

• Take advantage of existing resources:

DCF Programs

MEFA (Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority)

FAFSA DAY Massachusetts
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Verification Documents

• DCF Can Assist with documentation requirements:

Proof of Custody Status

Ward of Court Letter

Guardianship proof from DCF or Probate

• Students may be flagged for need of verification after 

filing FAFSA:

Income verification

Non-tax filer verification

Immigration/citizenship status
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• Foster Child Tuition and Fee Waiver

• Adopted Child Tuition and Fee Waiver

• Massachusetts Foster Child Grant 

• Massachusetts Education and Training Voucher

• William Warren Scholarship

DCF Education Programs
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Tuition & Fee Waiver

• Eligible Youth

In DCF Custody until the age of 18

Unable to return home

Not yet reached 25th Birthday

Adopted 

Guardianed

The Waiver waives the cost of tuition of state supported classes 

only at Mass public colleges, community colleges, and universities.  

Does not cover: books, application fees, or room and board.
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Mass Foster Child Grant

• Eligible Youth 

Permanent legal resident of Mass

US citizen or non-citizen eligible under Title IV regs

DCF protective custody

Not yet reached 25th Birthday

Enrolled Full-time (12 credits or equivalent)

Meets school’s requirements for satisfactory academic 

progress
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Education and Training Voucher

• Eligible Youth

 Youth who were in DCF custody until age 18

 Unable to return home

 Not yet reached 26th birthday

 Adopted/Guardianed after the age of 16

 Must have High School Diploma or GEDEligible

Youth 
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William Warren Scholarship

• Eligible Youth

 In DCF care or custody or have been in the past for a 

minimum of one year.

 Not yet reached 25th birthday

 Enrolled in a post-secondary Title IV eligible program

 Applicants must demonstrate significant unmet 

financial need
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Sample On Campus Networks
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DCF Contact Information

• Laurie Hernandez– Education and Training Specialist 

Phone: (617) 748-2421 

• Ana Maria Tormes– Education and Training Specialist 

Phone: (617) 748-2309

Email: youth.support@mass.gov

Grant & Scholarship Information can be found through Adolescent 

Services and Education: www.mass.gov/dcf

http://www.mass.gov/dcf

