


Your Presenter Today

Shawn Morrissey
Director of College Relations

Shawn joined MEFA in 2022 and has nearly 30 years of
experience working in the financial aid industry. In his role at
MEFA, he works with colleges and universities to amplify
MEFA's public service mission to help families plan, save,
and pay for college.

Shawn has served in several leadership positions in local,
regional, and national associations, including serving as
MASFAA and EASFAA President and regional representative
to the NASFAA Board and currently serves as Sector
Interests Committee Chair and a member of the Conference
Committee with EASFAA. He has a Bachelor of Business
Administration degree from Anna Maria College.
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How to Participate

v v v \ 4
: . Use the Raise Use the Live Transcript .
Jou 1o control the volume Hand feature ffyou \ ~ feature ifyou wanttosee i SE0
Iyevels need to get the closed captions
presenter’'s
attention
The Chat feature is disabled. Have a question
To communicate with the during the webinar?
host, please use the Q&A Type it in the Q&A

section section

MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2023 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



About MEFA

State authority created by th '
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

in 1982, helping families pl
save, and pay for college
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Additional Webinars

MEFA offers several additional webinars, including: i

» College Admissions

* Financial Aid 101

* Understanding the FAFSA

 What to Know about the CSS Profile o adllh

* Understanding Financial Aid Offers & Paying the COI@EB:H

 Comparing College Loan Options |

- And more... . ~—
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Webinar Topics

 What are Scholarships?
 Where to Look for Scholarships
* Online Search Engines

* Tips to Find Scholarships
* Financial Aid
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Scholarships

* Funds to help students pay for college that do not
have to be repaid

* Often given in recognition of certain attributes of the
student, such as good grades, community service,
leadership, or athletics

* Provided by community organizations, foundations,
non-profits, and corporations

 Can make a significant impact in helping cover college
costs

r
F |
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Key Facts

* The typical high school senior will match with
50 to 100 scholarships in a search engine —— vomnerot | TotatAmountof |  Averace
* Over half of athletic scholarships are designated [==—=—ys e Y —
to one of four sports: football, basketball,
soccer, and track & field
* Watch our Athletics in College Admissions
webinar
 Each year there is around $100 million in
unclaimed scholarships in the U.S., often
because there aren't enough qualified
applicants*®

Certificate 54,300 $157,5631,788

Associate’s Degree 352,300 $S992.896,990

Bachelor's Degree 1.154,300 54,850,366,291

*Source: savingforcollege.com MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2023 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



How to Get Started

Here are some questions to get started to help

shape the scholarship search:

Membership

Mcaé,?ég;r | Organizations
* What areas of study after high school interest you? ——e '

* Where have you volunteered?

* What are the various cultural backgrounds in your family
heritage?

* What are your special talents?

* Do you or anyone in your family live with a disability or health

. Hobbies

* Your Interests

Scholarship Eligibility

You + Your Family

challenge? ; : go
_ Disabilities /| .~ Mitary
* Have any of your parents or grandparents served in the g il ek
military? Ethnicity” Employer_

* Where do your parents work?

Source: The College Board
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WHERE TO LOOK FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
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High School Guidance Office

« School counselors often keep an updated list of local
scholarships

 Local scholarships only attract a small pool of
applicants, those eligible students within the region,
and are therefore generally easier to win

 Many guidance offices post scholarships on the

school's online college planning portal, such as MEFA
Pathway or Naviance
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 Check with your parents’ place of work for private
scholarships dedicated to children of employees

* If you have a summer or part-time job, see if they of
scholarships for staff members headed to college\
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Professional Associations

* Research professional associations related to your
aspirational career. Some groups offer scholarships to

high school students interested in that particular career ‘
field
 Many local organizations have their own websites where# ' b ’ -

g

you can find information on the scholarships they offer:" - A
Start by checking the websites of your local Elks, Rotary'- "'+
Club, and PTA organizations

MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2023 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



Online Search Engines

* There are several reputable websites that provide
scholarship search tools
* You can filter by specific criteria

be easier in the long run since you WI|| not have to re-
enter information for every application
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ONLINE SEARCH ENGINES AVAILABLE
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MEFA Pathway’s Scholarship

Search

Select criteria specific to you:
- State of residence, area of study, ethnicity, type
of school, and religion

Add scholarships to a personalized list
- Use this list to keep up with deadlines and track
the scholarship status and amount

Search for both national and local scholarships
- Over 5,000 national scholarships are available

Log in to your existing MEFA Pathway account or
easily register for an account at mefapathway.org

melfa

athway:sae
FOR THE FUTURE®

mefa

The interactive destination for students
planning for college and career - and for
counselors and parents helping them along the
way!

o

1ama Student 1amaCounselor 1ama Parent
s -I:(O | am interested in learning more about :

-
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First college scholarship search website,
founded over 25 years ago

Matches you to scholarships based on your
location, colleges, majors of interest, academics,
and extracurricular activities

Database of 1.5 million college scholarships
Each scholarship is vetted by a real person

Must become a (free) member on Fastweb to

access the scholarships you qualify for and
application instructions

fastweb?

A MONSTER COMPANY

Hurry—Santa's coming!
JCPenne v ry:ut chanca ta by fhem g

samething spech

Fastweb is your connection to scholarships,
colleges, financial aid and more.

START YOUR SEARCH
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Bold.org
44

Dod
A streamlined, secure scholarship service that RAS bOId.Org

matches you to scholarships based on your
profile

* Create a profile that showcases your abilities .
Fight Your

 Focuses on exclusive Bold.org scholarships Student Debt
that can only be found on Bold.org e

Apply to Scholarships Create Scholarship

Ifl A private, secure platform.
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Big Future
1o

future

¢ OWHEd by CO||ege Board blg by The College Board
 Get matched to a personalized list of
scholarships, based on your background,

achievement, and future plans

signin 2 Search

Big]:'u[ure GetStarteds  Find Colleges»  Explore Carcerss  Pay for College s Getln»

« Save time on applications when you apply to

] = = There are more than 2,000 colleges in the United States.
scholarship providers by making use of an BlEei the right college for yoil

auto-fill available function

Filter by location, major, and mare. Already have a school in mind?

Search for colleges Look up a college by name =

Mot sure where to start? Figure out what's important to you.
Use our step-by-step guides
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Raise.me

® RaiseMe

 Allows you to earn scholarships by completing
tasks such as getting A's, taking AP courses, or
babysitting a younger sibling

« Accounts are free
. . . . Find a clearer path to college, earlier
 You cash in your scholarship credits and receive
money from a college once you apply to the
college, receive an acceptance, and attend

achievements as early as 9t grade

* Only certain colleges (there are over 200)
participate

« Scholarships are anywhere from $25 to $2,000
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« Be cautious of applications that require detailed ¥
personal information that is not relevant to the

scholarship itself

* Some companies that claim to offer scholarships are: s

purposes
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Start Searching Early

- There are private scholarships
open to children as young as 5
years old, so don't wait until
senior year of high school to
start looking.
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Stay Organized

 As you find private scholarships to apply for, keep- a _
running list of deadlines, scholarship amounts, and f,
requirements. Y (e
- Create a spreadsheet that you can easily reference |
and update, including columns for the scholarship % 2" L
website URL, the deadline, the prize awarded, and

what is required to apply.

v i
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Set a Weekly Goal

* You're more likely to earn a scholarship if you submit
an application for several, so set a goal to apply to a
certain number of scholarships every week.
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Try for Scholarships that

Require an Essay

- Most students avoid scholarships
that require an essay, opting instead
for easier and shorter applications.

- As a result, essay scholarships, in
general, have a smaller pool of
applicants, increasing the chances
of winning.

!L'-q.
—
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Look for Scholarships

Related to Favorite Activities

. Scholarships are often catered to
students with specific interests or talents.
Make a list of your extracurricular
activities—sports, music, art, clubs, etc.—
and search for scholarships that award
students with those interests.
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Clean Up Your Online Profile

* Agencies awarding scholarships may do a quick se:
to seek out any public information about you online.
Make sure your internet presence is professional an
mature, and remove any material from your public sa
media pages that doesn't represent your best self. &
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* Don't pay a fee for a scholarship search tool. Plenty of
free online search tools exist, and they include the exact
same scholarships as those that require payment.
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The Importance of Financial Aid

- Most students receive the bulk of their college cost help from
financial aid

. Submit the FAFSA and any other required financial aid
applications on time!

.- Applying for financial aid will open your eligibility to federal,
state, and college money
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The Financial Aid Effect

- Once you receive a private scholarship, alert the . m 9 ) TN e
financial aid office at each college where you’ve < N R e 0
applied k3 .......

- If you're receiving need-based financial aid, your S 2 AN R 2
private scholarships will need to fit within the total ~ & S R RN e

......

-----
|||||||||

||||||||
.

amount of your financial aid eligibility, whichis = SWais

determined by the college cost and your family’'s 0 R
Expected Family Contribution (EFC) B R
- The financial aid staff will work withyouto =~ = Bl
maximize the amount that you can receivein R
private scholarships without affecting your
financial aid A
- For specific questions, contact each college's = v;.

i
............

financial aid office R

Ty,
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Connect with MEFA on Social Media

“ facebook.com/mefaMA m linkedin.com/company/mefa
@ @) youtube comMEFAcounselo
g @MEFAtweets mefa.org/mefa-podcast

mefa
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