MEFA iIs here to help.

About MEFA Counselor

MEFA Counselor was developed to provide

Massachusetts families with credible resources is a not-for-profit, self-financing state authority, not reliant on state or

about applying for and financing higher federal appropriation, that works to make higher education more accessible

education. As the state-chartered college and affordable for students and families in Massachusetts. MEFA offers

financing expert, MEFA, the Massachusetts community education programs, college savings plans and low-cost

Education Financing Authority, has provided financing options. In our nearly 30-year history, we have issued approximately $4.2 billion in bonds and

families and students with resources to plan, save have assisted hundreds of thousands of families in financing a college education.

and pay for college for nearly 30 years.

MEFA’s mission provides support for mefa mefCl

comprehensive public education and outreach ‘ OU NSELOR LOANS

initiatives across the Commonwealth. MEFA offers We offer free educational seminars on applying for and Our affordable loans assist families of undergraduate
free seminars, emails, workbooks and online tools financing higher education to parents and students and graduate students from all states attending college
for students and families in Massachusetts. across Massachusetts. in Massachusetts, as well as Massachusetts residents

attending college outside of Massachusetts.

The education services offered through MEFA
Counselor were developed in partnership with
Massachusetts school counselors. MEFA’s

partnership with local guidance offices has helped mefa mefa

thousands of Massachusetts students achieve U PLAN U FU N D

their dreams of a college education. Prepaid Tuition Program Massachusetts 529 Plan .
With the U.Plan, families can lock in tomorrow’s Our College Investing Plan lets families invest M E F A S e r V I C e S fo r
tuition at today’s rates at 80 public and private colleges for qualified higher education expenses through

MEFA is also a proud supporter of federally

and universities in Massachusetts. professionally managed mutual funds, in partnership . = =
funded college access programs that seek to with Fidelity Investments. I g C O O a I ' l I I e S a n

make higher education a reality for many low-

income Massachusetts families. MEFA strives to ( : n S e I O rS
make college more accessible and affordable for For more information on how MEFA can help you through the college financing process, visit us online u

Massachusetts students and families. at www.mefa.org or call 800.449.MEFA (6332).

The information contained in this brochure is current as of March 1, 2010.

146t(; Ei)d;ral Street mefa mefa

Pt 8 01 COUNSELOR COUNSELOR

Your Massachusetts College Financing Expert

www.mefacounselor.org

MCSB10



MEFA services for high school families

Juniors

MEFA services

for school counselors

College Admissions services offer practical guidance to help juniors and
parents better understand the college admissions process. Topics include

As Massachusetts’ primary source for information about planning, saving and paying for college, mefa preparing for the college search, trends in college admissions, college
MEFA has developed a close relationship with school counselors across the Commonwealth. In entrance tests, essays, interviews, and preliminary steps for college
addition to our services for families, MEFA offers resources for counselors developed in partnership COU NSE LOR financing,
with our statewide Counselor Advisory Board.
Seminars . .

Professional Development MA Model Alignment . m S - Oiterag i ety fall ane spitiie.
MEFA offers free statewide financial aid trainings annually, MEFA Services are aligned with MASCA’s MA Model reep r.ogra'ms p resel}te y experienced coflege * Designed for ju.nlor SULIERIE G SR, .

. .. . . financial aid professionals and MEFA staff. » Attendees receive a free copy of MEFA’s Guide to College
as well as on-site trainings for guidance departments and the Massachusetts Career Development Education « Semi i I hools and Admissi Kbook
and school faculty, college access counselors, regional (CDE) Benchmarks, and may be employed as part of s e priessniad] fn g selbwoll i MISSIONS WOrKBOOK.

community-based organizations across the
Commonwealth.

* Visit www.mefacounselor.org for dates, times,
and locations.

Afhiliates groups, graduate classes on financial aid, college  your comprehensive school counseling program.
admissions, and implementing MEFA’s services at your
school. We are an authorized provider of PDPs for

counselors. .
MEFA Counselor Emails for

Counselor Resource Web Page
MEFA’s one-stop Web site www.mefa.org/counselors
provides succinct and trustworthy college enrollment
information. Handouts for students and college
planning tools are available in English and Spanish

for you to quickly access the information you need to
guide your students. You may also request free seminars
and publications to distribute to your families.

Early College Planning Toolkit

MEFAs Early College Planning resource enables school
counselors to promote college readiness among younger
students. Tools include workbooks for students and
parents, classroom lesson plans, and a PowerPoint with
speaker’s notes for counselors to present to students.

Counselors

Monthly emails provide financial aid and college
admissions updates to help counselors advise
students. Topics include federal regulatory updates,
timely deadline and event reminders, current college
admissions trends, and information about upcoming
professional development opportunities.

YourPlanForCollege

YourPlanForCollege is a free, comprehensive college
and career planning Web site for Massachusetts schools
and families, developed by MEFA in partnership

with the MA Departments of Elementary and
Secondary Education and Higher Education. Visit

Workbooks
* Organize and plan with MEFA’s hands-on

worksheets and activities.
¢ Includes MEFA seminar presentation.

MEFA Counselor Emails for
Parents
* Free emails for parents providing ongoing

college admissions and financing information.
* Designed for parents, but students will also

« MEFA’s Guide to College Admissions features the entire

College Admissions presentation.

e Includes practical tips on applying for college and multiple
worksheets to organize the college admissions process

* Information includes college interview tips, a College
Comparison Worksheet, an Application Deadline Manager,

and a Letter of Recommendation Request Form.

¢ Parents receive short emails monthly throughout the school

year.

¢ Quick tips help families stay on track while searching and

applying to college.

¢ Available in Spanish.

YourPlanForCollege.org to learn about features and benefit from timely deadline reminders & tips.
benefits for counselors, students, and parents. * MEFA respects your privacy and will never

share personal information with a third party.
your plan ’ e
for CO].].eg e mefacounselor.org

Where it all begins

* Register for college entrance tests.

e Search for colleges.

* Download organizational tools for the college admissions
process.

* Link directly to reputable college admissions

Visit www.mefa.org/counselors and financing Web sces.

* Proceed chronologically through the college

* Request a seminar enrollment process. e Learn suggestions for staying on track through senior year.
. . e Search for seminar dates, times and locations.
* Request free publications
* Sign up for Counselor Emails or update contact info
YourPIgnForCoIIege_ . » Career assessments and interest inventories.
» Download helpful handouts * Free for high schools and families. « Explore colleges and majors.

¢ Interactive tools for test prep, career
exploration and college planning.
¢ Students build and maintain their portfolios

throughout high school.
e Available in Spanish.

* Register for trainings « Find test prep materials.




